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1. Introduction

The Western Basin Dredging and Disposal Project (WBDDP) was declared a significant
project by the Coordinator General (CG) on 24 April 2009. The Department of the
Environment and Energy (DoEE) approved the project with 52 conditions (Ref: Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation EPBC 2009/4904) on 22 October 2010. The
WBDDP accommodated the long term dredging of Gladstone Harbour which was intended
to provide safe and efficient access to the emerging Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) industry
in the region. This involved the dredging of 22.5 million m*® of material from the seabed for
the deepening and widening of the existing channels and swing basin and the creation of
new channels, swing basins and berth pockets. Dredging for the WBDDP commenced on
20 May 2011.The dredged material was disposed at the Western Basin Reclamation Area
(WBRA) at Fisherman’s Landing (onshore) and the East Banks Sea Disposal Site (EBSDS)
(offshore). Offshore dumping under the sea dumping permit last occurred on 18 March
2013. Dredging for Stage 1A of the project was completed on 18 September 2013 with
approximately 22.5 million m? of material being dredged. 17.45 million m® of this material
was disposed at the WBRA and 5.11 million m? in the EBSDS.

Compliance obligations under the EPBC 2009/4904 in terms of monitoring and reporting
still continues and this report is in fulfilment of one such Condition (46).

Condition 46 of the EPBC Act Approval (2009/4904) states:

Each year the person taking the action must provide a report to the Minister addressing
compliance with each of the conditions of this approval. The date of the first compliance
report must be within 42 days after the initial twelve months of the date of approval with
each subsequent report 12 months from the date of the previous report. The Compliance
report must:

(a) be endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer (CEQO) of GPC or a person approved in
writing by the Department, delegated to sign on behalf of the CEO or the person
taking the action;

(b) include a statement as to whether the person taking the action has complied with
the conditions;

(c) identify any non-compliances and describe corrective and preventative actions
taken; and

(d) make the compliance report publicly available on the internet within 30 days of it
being submitted to the Minister.

The 2017 Annual Compliance Report (ACR) has been prepared covering the period 1
November 2016 to 31 October 2017 and should be read in conjunction with the 2017
Environmental Performance Report (EPR) which is being submitted along with this report in
compliance with Conditions 36 and 37 of the EPBC Act Approval. Many conditions in this
approval relate to active stage of dredging, which has been completed in September 2013.
Previous ACRs (2011 to 2014) demonstrated compliance with these conditions and have
been referred to in relevant sections of the report. These reports are also available on the
Gladstone Port Corporation’s (GPC) website:
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http://www.gpcl.com.au/envirodocs-desc?j={Approvals and Management Plans}&y=1

The current report focusses on demonstrating compliance with the conditions relevant to
activities that occurred during the reporting period 1 November 2016 — 31 October 2017. A
compliance rating of Not Applicable (NA) has been assigned to those conditions that are
not relevant in the current reporting period and a compliance rating of Partial Compliance
(PC) has been assigned to any obligation that has been partially met.

The activities that are currently occurring under the approval are:

¢ Monitoring of Seagrass in Port Curtis

¢ Monitoring of groundwater at the WBRA

o Third party audits of the Acid Sulfate Soil Management Plan (Completed in
December 2016 as per agreement with the Department of Environment and heritage
Protection (EHP)

¢ Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program

o Biodiversity Offset Strategy Monitoring Programs

One partial compliance has been reported in the 2016-2017 Annual Compliance Report.

Condition | Requirement Compliance Comments (2016- | Compliance
No. 2017) Rating
Condition | The person taking the action | Following receipt of advice from PC
26 must provide to the Minister, | the Chair of the research

a copy of all the | advisory Panel dated 31 March

recommendations made by 2017, GPC provided the

the research advisory panel | information to the Minister within

and an explanation of how [ 2 months instead of the

these recommendations | stipulated timeframe of 1 month.

have, or will be,

implemented. This | The highlighted delay was due

information must be provided | to an administrative oversight

to' the Minister within one | and a process review has been

month of receiving advice | undertaken to prevent

from the research advisory | recurrence.

panel or within any timeframe

recommended by the

research advisory panel,

should this be less than one

month.
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EPBC 2009/ 4904 Annual Compliance Report - 2017

Reports Approved by the ERMPAP in 2016-2017

1.

Increase understanding of the status of the Australian snubfin and Australian
humpback dolphins within Port Curtis and Port Alma- Progress Report 4 (eDocs#
1301348)

Port Curtis and Port Alma Coastal Habitat Archive and Monitoring Program 2016-2017
Annual Report Monitoring the survival and recovery of shorelines, specifically Tidal
Wetlands (Mangroves/Saltmarsh/Saltpans) (eDocs# 1364467)

Inter-nesting habitat use by flatback turtles off the Curtis Island coast — 2016-2017
nesting season-Field Plan (eDocs# 1296216)

Inter-nesting habitat use by flatback turtles off the Curtis Island coast — 2016-2017
nesting season-Field Report (eDocs# 1334303)

Gladstone Ports Corporation Report for Migratory Shorebird Monitoring Port Curtis
and the Curtis Coast Annual Summer Survey — 2017 (eDocs# 1322758)

Dugong Feeding Ecology and Habitat Use on Intertidal Banks of Port Curtis and
Rodds Bay Final Report (eDocs# 1327459)

Annual Report: Migratory Shorebird Monitoring — Understanding Ecological Impact
(CA12000284)- Final Report , 2017 (eDocs# 1337268)

increase the understanding of the Green Turtle Population In Port Curtis- Year 1
(2016) Annual Report. (eDocs# 1320577)

Seagrass Monitoring Studies outside the ERMP

9.

Long Term Seagrass Monitoring in Port Curtis and Rodds Bay: Quarterly Permanent
Transect Monitoring Progress Report 2009 to 2016 (eDocs# 1358800)

10. Seagrasses in Port Curtis and Rodds Bay 2016:Annual long-term monitoring, (eDocs#

1348563)

Biodiversity Offset Strategy Reports received in 2017

11. Gladstone Area Water Board Annual Report Turtle Triage 2016/2017 (eDocs#

1344207)

12. Gladstone Ports Corporation- Turtle Rehabilitation Funding 2016 Report
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Gross Pollutant Trap
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