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1. Introduction

The Western Basin Dredging and Disposal Project (WBDDP) was declared a significant
project by the Coordinator General (CG) on 24 April 2009. The Department of the
Environment and Energy (DoEE) approved the project with 52 conditions (Ref: Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation EPBC 2009/4904) on 22 October 2010. The
WBDDP accommodated the long term dredging of Gladstone Harbour which was intended
to provide safe and efficient access to the emerging Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) industry
in the region. This involved the dredging of approximately 22.5 million m® of material from
the seabed for the deepening and widening of the existing channels and swing basin and
the creation of new channels, swing basins and berth pockets. Dredging for the WBDDP
commenced on 20 May 2011. The dredged material was disposed at the Western Basin
Reclamation Area (WBRA) at Fisherman’s Landing (onshore) and the East Banks Sea
Disposal Site (EBSDS) (offshore). Offshore dumping under the sea dumping permit last
occurred on 18 March 2013. Dredging for Stage 1A of the project was completed on 18
September 2013 with approximately 22.5 million m? of material being dredged. 17.45 million
m? of this material was disposed at the WBRA and 5.11 million m® in the EBSDS.

Compliance obligations under the EPBC 2009/4904 in terms of monitoring and reporting
still continues and this report is in fulfilment of one such Condition (46).

Condition 46 of the EPBC Act Approval (2009/4904) states:

Each year the person taking the action must provide a report to the Minister addressing
compliance with each of the conditions of this approval. The date of the first compliance
report must be within 42 days after the initial twelve months of the date of approval with
each subsequent report 12 months from the date of the previous report. The Compliance
report must:

(a) be endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) of GPC or a person approved in
writing by the Department, delegated to sign on behalf of the CEO or the person
taking the action;

(b) include a statement as to whether the person taking the action has complied with
the conditions;

(c) identify any non-compliances and describe corrective and preventative actions
taken; and

(d) make the compliance report publicly available on the internet within 30 days of it
being submitted to the Minister.

The 2018 Annual Compliance Report (ACR) has been prepared covering the period 1
November 2017 to 31 October 2018 and should be read in conjunction with the 2018
Environmental Performance Report (EPR) which is being submitted along with this report in
compliance with Conditions 36 and 37 of the EPBC Act Approval. Many conditions in this
approval relate to an active stage of dredging, which was completed in September 2013.
Previous ACRs (2011 to 2014) demonstrated compliance with these conditions and have
been referred to in relevant sections of the report. These reports are also available on the
Gladstone Port Corporation’s (GPC'’s) website:



EPBC 2009/ 4904 Annual Compliance Report - 2018
http://www.gpcl.com.au/envirodocs-desc?j={Approvals and Management Plans}&y=1

The current report focusses on demonstrating compliance with the conditions relevant to
activities that occurred during the reporting period 1 November 2017 — 31 October 2018. A
compliance rating of Y has been assigned to Compliant conditions; Not Applicable (NA) to
those conditions that are not relevant in the current reporting period and a compliance
rating of Partial Compliance (PC) has been assigned to any obligation that has been
partially met.
No compliance issues were identified during the current reporting period.
The activities that are currently occurring under the approval are:

e Monitoring of seagrass in Port Curtis

¢ Monitoring of groundwater at the WBRA

e Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program

e Biodiversity Offset Strategy Monitoring Programs
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Reports Approved by the ERMPAP in 2017-2018

1.

Cagnazzi, D. (2017). Increase understanding of the status of the Australian snubfin and
Australian humpback dolphins within Port Curtis and Port Alma Final Project Report
(CA14000085). Report produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program
Advisory Panel as part of the Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research and
Monitoring Program. 139 pp. . (Edocs 1397086).

Colin J. Limpus, Nancy N. FitzSimmons, John M. Sergeev, Janine Ferguson, Fiona
Hoffmann, Andrea Phillot, Lucy Pople, Ally Ross, Bill Tompkins, Trevor Turner and Laura
Wenk. (2017). Marine turtle nesting populations: flatback turtle, Natator depressus,
2016-2017 breeding season at Curtis, Peak and Avoid Islands. Brisbane: Department of
Environment and Heritage Protection, Queensland Government. Report produced for
the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as part of Gladstone
Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 70 pp. (eDocs#
1421369).

Colin J. Limpus, Milani Chaloupka, Nancy N. Fitzsimmons, John M. Sergeev and Takahiro
SHIMADA (2017). Estimation of population size and comparison of the benefits of mid-
season census and whole of breeding season census of flatback turtle reproduction in
eastern Australia. Brisbane: Department of Environment and Heritage Protection,
Queensland Government. Report produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring
Program Advisory Panel as part of Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research
and Monitoring Program 30 pp. (Edocs 1420974).

Colin J. Limpus, Nancy N. Fitzsimmons, Fiona Hoffmann, Erwin Hoffmann, Jaz Laws,
Duncan J. Limpus, Maree McLAREN, John M. Sergeev, Felicity Shapland and Trevor
Turner (2018). Flatback Turtle, Natator depressus, 2017- 2018 Breeding Season, at
Curtis, Peak and Avoid Islands. Brisbane: Department of Environment and Science,
Queensland Government. Report produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring
Program Advisory Panel as part of Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research
and Monitoring Program. 67 pp. (Edocs 1435455).

Colin J. Limpus, Nancy N. FitzSimmons, Kimberley Finlayson, Christabel Harmonn, Allan
McKinnon, John M. Sergeev and Takahiro Shimada (2017). Increase the Understanding
of the Green Turtle Population in Port Curtis: Annual report for 2017. Brisbane:
Department of Environment and Science, Queensland Government. Report produced
for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as part of
Gladstone Ports Corporation Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 29 pp.
(Edocs 1421006)

Hamann M., Limpus C.J., Shimada T., and Preston S. (2017) Final report on green turtle
habitat use in Port Curtis 2014 to 2017. Report produced for the Ecosystem Research
and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as part of Gladstone Ports Corporation’s
Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 24 pp. (Edocs 1413693)

Hamann M., Wildermann N. Williams G, Daff K. and Limpus C.J. (2017) Final report on
inter-nesting habitat use by flatback turtles off the Curtis Island coast - 2013 to 2015.
Report produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as
part of Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 27
pp. (Edocs 1380400)
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8. Reason, C.L.,, Rasheed, M.A,, Carter, A.B. and Jarvis, J.C. (2017). Port Curtis Seagrass Seed
Bank Density and Viability Studies - Final Report. Centre for Tropical Water & Aquatic
Ecosystem Research (TropWATER) Publication 17/40, James Cook University, Cairns.
Report produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as
part of Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 40
pp. (Edocs 1385687)

9. Wildlife Unlimited. 2018. Gladstone Ports Corporation Report for Migratory Shorebird
Monitoring, Port Curtis and the Curtis Coast Annual Summer Survey — 2018. Report
produced for the Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program Advisory Panel as part of
Gladstone Ports Corporation’s Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program. 82 pp.
(Edocs 1397266)

Seagrass Monitoring Studies outside the ERMP

10. Chartrand K., Rasheed M. and Carter A. 2018. Seagrasses in Port Curtis and Rodds Bay
2017: Annual long-term monitoring. Centre for Tropical Water & Aquatic Ecosystem
Research (TropWATER),Publication 18/14, James Cook University, Cairns, 66 pp.(Edocs
1415549)

Biodiversity Offset Strategy Reports received in 2017

11. Interim Report for the Stormwater debris assessment of the Goondoon and Lord Street
Unit, June 2018, report prepared by Central Queensland University (Edocs 1454883)

12. Annual Report, Turtle Triage 2017/18, report prepared by Gladstone Area Water Board
(Edocs 1439621)

13. Annual Report for 2017/2018, Quoin Island Turtle Rehabilitation Centre, (Edocs
1402072)

14. Pancake Creek Moorings Program, Benthic Assessment, June 2018, report prepared by
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Environment and Science (Edocs
1445119)

15. Pancake Creek Moorings Program, Installation report, October 2018, report prepared
by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Environment and Science
(Edocs 1457925)
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Figure 1: Mooring block in situ Pancake Creek.

Figure 2: Newly installed Reef Protection Marker at Pancake Creek.
(Source: Pancake Creek Moorings Program, Installation report, October 2018)
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